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A “SILVER” LINING FOR TAMPA DAY SCHOOL
Local Girl Scout Troop Earns Silver Award for Recording Audio Books for School
Tampa, FL – Thanks to members of local Girl Scout Troop 1006, current and future generations of students at Tampa Day School (www.TampaDaySchool.com) now have a large quantity of audio books to choose from as they strengthen their love and appreciation of literature. 

Over a year ago, four Girl Scout cadettes approached Tampa Day School to offer their time, energy and talent as they began their efforts to obtain the much esteemed Silver Award, which is awarded to Girl Scouts who make a difference in the lives of others. With Tampa Day School providing meeting space to Troop 1006 for years and given that one of its members attended the school, the cadettes quickly settled on a project that would make a difference in the lives of the school’s students for years to come. 

Sacrificing their evenings and weekends, the young ladies worked diligently to complete the project. Selecting a variety of books from the Tampa Day School library, the cadettes recorded stories using laptops and recording software before copying the audio books to CD so that the school’s students would be able to enjoy books that might otherwise be too difficult for them to read independently. 

In addition to creating the audio books, the cadettes developed a series of flash cards for use in the Tampa Day School early literacy and intensive reading remediation programs. The creation of the flash cards came about when one of the Girl Scouts was unable to record one day because of a nasty cold. The Troop transformed lists of targeted words into flashcards as they typed, cut and pasted the words onto index cards.    
For Pamela Hicks, a recent graduate of Tampa Day School, and her mother Anne Marie, the Troop leader, creating audio books for the school was the ideal project to attain the Silver Award. As a student with a history of early reading difficulties and the personal knowledge of the hard work necessary to overcome a reading disability, Pamela realized that the project had incredible potential to benefit students with reading challenges.  
“Tampa Day School is grateful to Pamela and the young women of Troop 1006 for selecting a project that will have an amazing impact on young lives,” said Lois Delany, head of school. “Although it is clear that this project, as consistent with the mission of the Girl Scouts, is designed to develop character and leadership, there is no question that this remarkable group of young ladies selected this particular project because they truly cared about helping other students. They can rest assured that the materials will be put to good use and that their efforts individually and collectively have had an impact on lives in their community.” 
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